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i. See the efforts of Ernest May and Richard Neustadt (1986) to get policy makers “thinking in time”—that is, to help them 
surface and understand the historical knowledge and assumptions that unconsciously shape their ideas about future 
possibilities. 
2. Unlike most science fiction writers, who are interested in the substance of their future world, Lethem is most interested in 
playing with the limits of the detective genre. Also see Davis 1990. 
iii. “Cyberpunk” itself is as much a marketing term as a fully accurate descriptor, and “urban noir” science fiction might do just as 
well. However, “cyberpunk” has helped this particular set of writers to differentiate themselves from earlier science fiction by 
emphasizing electronic engineering over mechanical engineering and implying that they would never be seen with a plastic 
 
 36 
                                                                                                                                                             
pocket protector. The “punk” part also differentiated them from “New Wave” writers of the 1960s and 1970s who had a greater 
interest in issues such as feminism and environmentalism. 
 
4. This following list of four points complements the earlier study by Robert Warren, Stacy 
Warren, Samuel Nunn, and Colin Warren (1998) in which the authors also identified several 
elements in cyberpunk futures with relevance to planning. Their attention to themes such as 
surveillance systems, cyborgs, and nanotechnology leans more heavily to technological changes 
than does this discussion. It is a pioneering discussion and well worth comparing to this essay. 
v. King’s analysis links with dependency theory as applied to developing nations, understanding primate cities and new 
industrial centers in such countries as recipients of orders from London, Tokyo, Paris, and New York (Meter 1986). 
6. Western Canadians have shared many anti-Asian attitudes and actions with the people of the western United States. See 
Glynn-Ward (1921) and Roy (2002).  
7. We can assume that Kadohata, of Japanese American ancestry, picked the term “camp” to recall the internment experience of 
1942-45 and relishes the inversion of the image as the elite pull barbed wire around themselves rather than stringing it around 
others.   
viii.  Terraforming is the manipulation and engineering of alien ecosystems to be more suitable for human habitation and use.  
